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Drugs Reviewed Motion Date 
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Scan Update 
Accepted as 
Adequate 
Update 

Reiteration 
of Prior  
Motion 

Decision 

buprenorphine 
transdermal film 
codeine  
dihydrocodeine 
fentanyl transdermal 
film  
hydromorphone 
levorphanol 
methadone 
morphine 
morphine sulfate & 
naltrexone HCL 
oxycodone 
oxymorphone 

After considering the updated evidence of safety, 
efficacy and special populations for the treatment of 
non-cancer pain, I move that buprenorphine 
transdermal film, transdermal fentanyl, oral 
oxycodone ER, morphine ER, methadone, 
levorphanol, and oxymorphone are safe and 
efficacious when used appropriately and have 
similar adverse effects.  There should be more than 
one oral preferred drug in the long acting opioid 
class.   
Motion: Gaster 
Second Smith 

February 
15, 2012 

NA  Passed 
unanimous 

buprenorphine 
transdermal film 
codeine  
dihydrocodeine 
fentanyl transdermal 
film  
hydromorphone 
levorphanol 
methadone 
morphine 
morphine sulfate & 
naltrexone HCL 
oxycodone 

This committee recommends that a health advisory 
be sent to all prescribers in the state which educates 
clinicians about the issues pertaining to 
unintentional deaths due to long acting opioids 
including oxycodone, morphine, fentanyl and 
methadone and which would include important 
prescribing issues which are particular to 
methadone. 
 
Motion: Gaster 
2nd: Cordy 

December 
21, 2011 

NA  Passed 
unanimous 
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oxymorphone 
transdermal fentanyl 
oral oxycodone 
morphine 
methadone 
levorphanol 
codeine  
dihydrocodeine 
oxymorphone 

After considering the updated evidence of safety, 
efficacy and special populations for the treatment of 
non-cancer pain, I move that transdermal fentanyl, 
oral oxycodone ER, morphine ER, methadone, 
levorphanol, and oxymorphone 
are safe and efficacious when used appropriately and 
have similar adverse effects.  There should be more 
than one preferred drug in the long acting opioid 
class.  No long acting opioid is associated with 
fewer adverse events in special populations.  

December 
15, 2010 

Yes 
Wiscomb  
Varley 

Yes 
Varley 
Wiscomb 

Passed 
unanimous 

 


